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Regular Monthly Sims Township
Board of Trustees Meeting

Sims Township Board of Trustees
June 9, 2026

6:00 PM
Sims Township Hall

Supervisor, Greg Easterle, called the regular monthly meeting to order at 6:01 PM as the Pledge of Allegiance
was recited.

Present: Supervisor: G. Easterle, Clerk: J. Sanzo, Treasurer: A.M. Borushko, Trustee: R. Pawlaczyk, Trustee:
G. Walker Absent: None, 44 residents in attendance.

Approval of Agenda: R. Pawlaczyk made a motion to approve the agenda with the amendments, seconded by
A. M. Borushko. Motion carried.

Public Comment: 3 minute maximum.
-Resident, Melissa McMacken, read a prepared statement regarding her bakery stand, MarMar Gourmet.
She was reminded she was added to the agenda under New Business.
-Paul Golimbieski presented to introduce himself and remind residents that he is running for a seat on the
Arenac County Road Commission.
-Resident asked Sims Township to amend their ordinance to follow state guidelines in reference to MarMar
Gourmet and the bakery stand. They also brought up issues that she hopes that Township will be working
on such as short-term rentals and the rising amount of them inside Sims Township.
-Another resident spoke on their favoring of MarMar Gourmet.
-A representative for Audit AuGres asked various questions regarding MarMar Gourmet such as:

 Why did this complaint take 11 months to address from the date listed on the
complaint form?

 The zoning letter that was sent to Miss McMacken was missing information
regarding the ordinance and some wording was obsolete or misinformation.

-A member of the Sims Township Planning Commission spoke up about how the safety regarding parked
cars from customers at the bakery stand is what the main issue is.
-A resident from Michigan Ave. says she feels that the landscaping companies that are parked alongside
the road pose more of an issue than the customers.
-A resident off Michigan Ave. says the curve right there at MarMar Gourmet is very unsafe and that is the
whole issue.
-Another resident spoke up and asked; if it’s the blind spots we are worried about, then do we limit yard
sale locations too?
-Another resident also spoke up in agreeance that the road dangers are very serious.
-A resident asked the Board if Sims will now shut down their grandkid’s lemonade stand?
-A resident brought to the Board that they wish to get some answers on the following:

 5777 E. Crescent has 3 outbuildings which goes against the ordinance.
 22nd St. was open and now once again has been blocked with debris.
 There is a new home build on Crescent Ave near 265 Crescent that appears to be

too close to property guidelines.
 There is a home on the corner of Crescent and 28th St that has graveled their

driveway and the rocks appear to lead into the roadway there.
-A resident mentioned that maybe when homeowners in the Township have guests or contractors over, they
should simply remind them to slow down on the roads to help with safety concerns.
-A resident stated that they feel we could use more speed limit signs.



Approved 7/14/26

Police Report- April 2026, Deputy Pigg was present for updates and reiterated with audience members
that he is out in Sims watching and he is always open to listening to concerns.

Approval of minutes for Sims Township Regular Meeting and Truth in Taxation of May 12, 2026:
A.M. Borushko made a motion to approve the minutes for the Sims Township Regular Meeting and Truth in
Taxation for May 12, 2026. Seconded by R. Pawlaczyk. Motion approved.

Financial and Check Report for May 11, 2026-June 10, 2026 by Jill Sanzo- The list of payroll
employees (for April 2026) and checks written for May 11, 2026, through June 10, 2026, were presented,
A.M. Borushko made a motion to pay the bills. Seconded by R. Pawlaczyk. Motion carried.

Monthly Financial Report for May 2026 Reconciliation by Ann Marie Borushko. Approval is subject
to audit. A.M. Borushko was available and reports were given to the Board.

Board Reports:

a. Zoning Administration Report – Bob N. was available and spoke to the audience and Board to
explain that the $500 fee that has been tossed out by various people is incorrect because that is for
a variance. He encouraged Miss McMacken to come speak with him about how to rectify
everything because the Board is wanting to work with McMacken. Bob also encouraged everyone
to contact him to talk is anyone has a problem. For the month of May, he issued seven (7) Land
Use Permits and has removed all business signs to follow suit with the Township ordinance; the
removal of all signs was due to him not knowing how long they had been sitting in yards and this
began a fresh start to allow proper time frames.

b. Assessors Report: Barbara Jones- Assessor report was not provided.

c. Water Clerk Report- Water Clerk report was provided in Board packets.

Discuss SWUA (Sims-Whitney Utility Authority) -Review of the Water Authority Agenda/Topics for
June – G. Easterle, SWUA Chairperson, states that the Water Authority is still working on trying to obtain
the gas line installation from Consumers so they can proceed forward with the generator installs. Also, the
pond at the Sims-Whitney Water Plant had to be dug due to some damage from vermin. G. Easterle also
reports that the SWUA is working on their 2026-2027 fiscal year budget.

Supervisor’s Comments:
G. Easterle re-iterated that Bob is very easy to work with and he himself is always willing to work to find

out answers to questions he may not have an immediate answer on. Discussion regarding office hours was
also brought up.

Trustees’ Comments:
Greg Walker: No further comment.

Ron Pawlaczyk: R. Pawlaczyk questioned to the Planning Commission members what a Police Powered
Ordinance really is? Steve S. with the Planning Commission stated that he did not have the exact definition
in front of him that was fully defined, but he is more than happy to send a copy of that information to the
Board. R. Pawlaczyk then asked why the mention of the new grass ordinance being a Police Powered
Ordinance was not mentioned to the Board prior to the vote?

Treasurer’s Comments: No further comment.
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Clerk’s Comments: J. Sanzo shared an update from Ben Seago, director of APM mosquito control,
regarding their contact information for their AuGres location and what services/duties they had recently
performed within Sims Township.

Planning Commission Update: Planning Commission member, Steve Swiecicki, was present and wanted
to make the audience aware that the Planning Commission has done extensive research with other
townships and various ordinances to help create the Sims Township ordinances.

Old Business:
a. Follow up on Water Service fee ($100) for issues not related to the meter (ex: Frozen pipes,

etc): Discussion was held regarding the issues that were brought up at the SWUA meetings
regarding the Water Department employees going out after hours to resident’s homes on the
belief they are heading to an emergent water issue but upon arrival, discovering that it is an
non-urgent issue that can be dealt with during regular business hours. The Board discussed
how if this issue keeps arising then the topic will be brought back to the Board for further
discussion. It was mentioned that a resource for residents with non-emergent issues, the
Township’s Water Clerks could provide contact information for local plumbers.

New Business:
a. Discuss Melissa McMacken and her bakery stand, MarMar Gourmet: Melissa McMacken,

MarMar Gourmet bakery stand owner, which is located on Michigan Ave. states that she did
speak with Greg E. regarding a meeting between herself and Greg E. and Zoning Admin,
Bob. She says she does want to work with the Township and sit down with Bob and Greg E.
to correct all this. Miss McMacken states that she does feel she falls under Michigan’s
Cottage Food Laws. Zoning Admin, Bob N., asked Miss McMacken to please stay after the
meeting and he would be more than happy to work with her on this.

b. Discuss possibility of new IT Team (move from Vc3 to Vector): J. Sanzo states that she
spoke with a rep, Tyler, from Vector Technology Group and discussed with the Board
everything mentioned with the Rep. She asked if the Board would be open to having a zoom
or in person meeting with a Rep from Vector to discuss options, cost, and answer questions
the Board may have? The Board is open to listening to a new provider. The yearly contract
fee for Vc3 is currently up for renewal but the Board has asked Sanzo to only pay for 1
month at a time for now, until a final decision has been made.

c. Discuss budget amendment for LARA (budget line item of 249): J. Sanzo states
that according to the lawyer for Area Code Enforcement, we need to add a line
budget amendment for our filing of paperwork but that clarification is needed
from the Auditor to understand what all is truly needed. The Auditor was
unavailable due to an audit for another client, so the discussion was tabled until
Sanzo is able to speak with her.

d. Discuss new Planning Commission member: At the Special Meeting held on
June 2, 2026 with the joint Planning Commission and Board of Trustees,
resident, Rob McClean, was brought to the Board by Supervisor, G. Easterle. At
that time, G. Walker made a motion to appoint McClean to the Planning
Commission Board. Motion was seconded by A.M. Borushko. Before a call to
vote was announced, a discussion regarding the appointment of a new member
was held and some Board members believed that the motion “died” on the table
and that the discussion would be tabled at that meeting time while Board
members spoke with other residents to try to obtain applications from various
people; information was also posted on the marquee asking for applications.
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During the June 9, 2026 meeting, it was brought back to the Board’s attention by
G. Walker and A.M. Borushko that a motion and a second had been obtained
and it still needed to be voted on to appoint R. McClean to the Planning
Commission. A roll call was held for appointment:

i. G. Walker-yay
ii. A.M. Borushko-yay

iii. G. Easterle-yay
iv. J. Sanzo-nay
v. R. Pawlaczyk-nay

With 3 votes to 2, R. McClean was appointed to the Planning Commission Board and the
motion passed.

e. Discuss proposed amendments to Blight Ordinance: Discussion was held about
how there were multiple questions that could not be answered that evening
without the Chairperson present, so the topic was tabled to the August meeting
until Chairperson, Sarah, was available to comment.

f. Discuss Planner: Bids for a planner to redo the Zoning Ordinance had been
obtained and the original quote from Spicer Group was $40,000-$45,000. Upon
review of the quote, it was discovered that a Rec Plan would not be included, so
another quote was obtained from Spicer. The new quote with a Rec Plan
included is $60,000. G. Easterle did state that Sims Township did obtain a
$10,000 grant from the Saganing Tribe to go towards a Planner. Discussion was
held and various Board members are asking for additional quotes. Discussion
regarding the Planner is tabled until July so R. Pawlaczyk can obtain other
quotes from Planning/Engineering companies after speaking with other
townships to see who else to reach out to.

Public Comment- 3 Minute Maximum.
-An AuGres Township resident states that their Board worked alongside their Planning Commission and
were successfully able to update their Zoning book by holding multiple special hearings. The audience
member also began discussing other various issues pertaining to Miss McMacken’s bakery stand and
during their three (3) minute time limit, they were interrupted multiple times by various Sims staff and
Board members, which resulted in an interrupted three (3) minutes. Per G. Easterle and J. Sanzo, this
person, Derek Porritt, will be allotted an additional three (3) minute, uninterrupted comment period at the
July 14, 2026 meeting.
-A resident asked if when the Sims Board goes to discuss a new IT company, is it possible to have online
tax payments via BS&A?
-Resident, Eric Liddy, stated that it is very doable to become certified to be listed as a pollinator, etc (in
terms of the new Grass Ordinance). J. Sanzo asked if Liddy would be welcome to having residents reach
out to him for information/guidance on this certification, should the Board receive questions on it? Liddy
stated he would gladly help anyone out with this. Information to contact Eric Liddy is available from the
Clerk, J. Sanzo.
-A resident stated that he has worked on Boards before that had to use a planner, and he recommended
Wolverine Engineering as their cost was much more reasonable.
-A resident spoke that states she has a copy and read the letter that was sent to Melissa McMacken
regarding her bakery stand and she wanted to point out that no where on the letter does it state anything
about contacting the Zoning Admin, Bob, to discuss options regarding everything.
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Next meeting Tuesday, July 14, 2026, at 6:00 PM.

Adjourn. J. Sanzo made a motion to adjourn, A. M. Borushko seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:16pm.

Submitted by: _____________________________________

Jill Sanzo, Sims Township Clerk          Date: _____________


